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3 HE Author of: the following Diſcourſes 
hopes that what be has offered with a 
2 5 fmeere \ and upright intention will. be 
candidly attended to, and be 'of ſome ſervice for 
ſupporting the glorious cauſe of: Truth, and for 
eſtabliſhing the minds of pious Obriſtiant in the 
Faith and Doctrines of the Goſpel of the Grace 
of Gop ; and be a means to preſerve them from 
the reigning and prevailing errors of our day and 
time; eſpouſed by ſome of thoſe who are called 
MEeTHopisTs ; which errors tend to the manifeſt 

injury (if not intire agſtruction) of all Religion. 
How far the views of the Author will be an- 
fwwered herein, he does not pretend to know ; no 
doubt but ſome will regard his honeſt (though 
weak) endeavours for the ſake-of Truth : whilſt 
others will laugh at the inſtrument, and ridicule 
and condemn his work as unſavoury and unſound. 
However that be, he has the ſatisfattion in 
himſelf, that be has done the beſt he can for the 
NY a conſiſtent Faith and Practice, and 
| A 2 9 
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Herefore * conclude in the words of the GY 
1 Cor. iv. 3, 4. With me it is a very ſmall 
thing that I ſhould be judged of man's judg- 
ment.—But he that judgeth me is the Loxp. 
To him 1 commit this fincere attempt, and remain 
thy ſervant for the Truth's ſake. 


JAMES WALDER. 


| N. B. The Citations I have borrowed, are in the 


| following Diſcourſes in the general taken 
notice ; except ſome few from Mr: Ib- 
bot's 2 
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On the Nature a Moral Adtions and 
ber Religious Duties. 


EAXBLTHOUGH mankind are bort 
2 A S into this world in a. weak and 
ee helpleſs condition, they are very 
ſoon. capable of ſome fort of action, and 
often amuſe and imploy their minds on ſmall 
and indifferent things; and their bodies ſeem 
to move obſequious to their will; but while 
they are in their minority, they ſeldom con- 
ſider or wait to examine the conſequence of 

ny of their actions z yet are frequently ſeen 
to be very well pleaſed with their little per- 
formances, eſpecially when they excel any 
of their fellow aſſociates in any art, their 
natural genius exerts in. or leads them to 
purſue: and all thoſe capacities, ſo diverſified 
in the human ſpecies, derived their origin 
from the ſole Author and Giver of all life, 
and'the SONENYANCE of them depends every 
B moment 
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2 Or 1 Nature of Aral Aftions \ "3 
RIES on his good Pleaſure and Provi- 
dence. 

And there is an abſolute right and prero- 
gative in the ſoyereign will of the Creator, 
to aſſign to his creatures what degrees of 
capacity and compaſs of thought, and pre- 
ſerve them to What duration he ſees fit; and 
which is moſt agreeable to his wiſdom and 
goodneſs to approve of ; but during the 
time, and as long as he permits his creatures 
to have the uſe of thoſe powers they are en- 
dowed with, the actions theſe capacities 
enable them to engage in, muſt” be their 
own free voluntary actions, and reſult from 
their own choice. | 

For if we inſtance in the various ſizes 14 
ves of men (children, youth and fathers) 


we may ſee that they have all and ſeverally | 


different capacities, for their active, moral 
and religious life : and which they are capa- 
ble, and have a freedom and liberty of their 
own, either to make uſe of and improve 
thoſe powers for the acquiring and obtaining 
the different ends they have in view, and 
which their inclinations may lead them to, 
or of delaying and ſuſpending the exertion 


.of their powers, in ufing / thoſe neceſſary 


means and meaſures for the obtaining of the 
lame. And 


And if we turn our thoughts to, and 
examine the conduct of men, in the ma- 
nagement of their ſecular affairs in life, we 
ſhall find, and be goiwinded, that their poſs 
ſeſſing and enjoying the common ſupports 
and bleflings of this life, depends chiefly on 
the good and moderate uſe of the ſame; 
though undoubtedly, there is a general and 
particular ſuperintending Providence, that 
directs the events of human life, that can 
either at his own will and pleaſure raiſe up, 
or caſt down: and men may have, antecedent 
to any of their own endeavours, different 
poſſeſſions which were left and bequeathed 
to them by their predeceſſors, and; theſe are 
to be eſteemed, as well as the intellectual fa- 
culties of the mind, free gifts, which depended 
on the will of the Author and Giver of thoſe 
bleflings : but how, and in what manner 
they are uſed, and to what purpoſes applied, 
is the voluntary choice of the receiver. 

And if we ſuppoſe two men in equal cir- 
cumſtances in life, and having an equal 
ſhare of judgment and penetration, and their 
ſituation equally advantageous ; the only dif- 
ference, we will ſuppoſe is the application 
of thought in the improvement of thoſe 
bleſſings: the one by a prudent and frugal 
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uſe of them, ſecures to himſelf the bleſſings 
and happineſs of life; the other by an in- 
dolent, lazy and careleſs: diſpoſition, loſes 
this happineſs, and brings ſhame and con- 
tempt to his perſon and on his character. 
Now it is plain and ſelf-evident, as they had 
capacities alike, and opportunities the ſame, 
the different courſe and tenor of action 
which they purſued, was left to themſelves, 
and were of conſequence their own free ac- 
tions; for if not, why does the one gain 
credit and applauſe, and the other diſgrace 
and infamy? And it is ſelf-evident, in the 
ſmalleſt and moſt indifferent things in life, 
that men have a freedom and liberty of their 
own, independent of any other: for men 
that are equally on a level with reſpect to 
the bleſſings of this life, do not make the 
ſame uſe of them: for one man that is poſ- 
ſeſſed with proſperity and affluence, is of a 
free generous diſpoſition, and willing to 
diſtribute and communicate the bleſſings he 
is intruſted with to the neceſſitous; and his 
benevolence, love and regard, is executed for 
the welfare, intereſt, and real happineſs of 
his fellow creatures: 

But another, which has the ſame power, 


and the ſame opportunity, and occaſion of- 
| | fers 


fers for him to extend his benevolence to- 
wards the poor and indigent; but he with- 
holds the bleſſings from them, ſhuts up his 
bowels of compaſſion, and is deaf to the 
moſt engaging perſuaſion and intreaties. 
Now, what reaſon: can be aſſigned for this 
different carriage and behaviour, towards 
the ſame object of mercy and compaſſion? 
It is not becauſe they wanted power and ca- 
pacity, for that we have conſidered 
belonging to them both : it muſt then be in 
the will, ſolely and wholly depending on tlie 
difpofition of the mind: the firſt having 
cultivated ſympathizing affections, was will. 
ing to impart ſome affiſtance hen occaſion 
did require it: but the latter, being preju- 
diced in favour of his worldly and ſelfiſh in- 
tereſt, would not lend his aſſiſtance, nor part 
or diſpenſe with any thing that might be of 
real ſervice to his fellow creature. And 
every man at different times may have dif- 
ferent circumſtances and otcaſions, which 
may require and demand an exertion of his 
aſſiſtance and benevolence, and among a va- 
riety of circumſtances there muſt be various 
methods of treatment uſed; thoſe arguments 
that are uſed at one time, and under one 
circumſtance, which may be effectual to pre- 
B 3 val 
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vail on the mind, and engage a compliance; 
may at another time, and under another 


« © 1 


circumſtance, have no effect. The mind is 


differently affected by a different manner of 


addreſs; and impreſſions are much eaſier 
made at ſome times than at others: but 
whenever the ſenſible and feeling part be 
touched, whatever circumſtances and argu- 
ments might combine together to anſwer 
that end; if the mind be influenced by thoſe 
perſuaſive intreaties, to conſent to What is 
required, it muſt be à frte and moral con- 
ſent; becauſe we find, men have a power 
of ſuſpending their conſent till they hare 
farther conſidered the motives to action: 
and if they have (as moſt certain they have) | 
a power to weigh and conſider the motives 
and arguments laid before them to action, 
and if they are at liberty to delay and put 
off what they are deſired to do, to ſome 
more convenient or future opportunity, they 
muſt then be free agents: for if they are 
not, all advice and intreaties will be uſeleſs, 
and the virtue of any of their actions de- 
ſtroyed. If they are influenced by con- 
ſtraint, they muſt ceaſe to be moral intelli- 


gent beings. And they muſt acknowledge 


(if they will de conſiſtent with themſelves) 
that 


and Religions, Duties. #7 
that, the very actions they do, whether good 
or bad, belong to, and are theft very actions 
of, that agent or being which does con- 
ſtrain, and compel them to action. 7 Andi it 
muſt be unjuſt to commend or praiſe men 
for their good actions, or blame and con- 
demn them for their bad ones, if they are 
not free in their determinations and choice 
of virtue and. vice; ; and if their choice be 
neceſlity, then it as. not their choice, but 
that being or agent which chuſes for them, 
or obliges them to; 4 ſuch a chaice. And it 
will then follow of courſe, that men arg 
tools or machines,. and Not accountable be be- 
ings: the tools, or [inſtruments which an ar- 

itect makes uſe gf in building, are not ac- 
countable to the ere, founder, or pro- 
prietor.:, the agent alone which, employs. or 
makes, uſe of lach and fach geg muſt he 
ce F- A SONY it 1 be u un- 
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agents, it muſt\; iſp pear 1 
and indeed irrecopęi leable to the w WI dom and 
22 for endowing 1 them 
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with ſuch pdwers and capacities, whith"ate 
manifeſtly ſaperior to the brute creation, 
which there can be no reaſon afſigned' (as I 
can ſee) why they ſhould; if they are not 
free; becauſe leſſer degrees of power, and 
meaner abilities, would be as equally tifeful, 
and might do the ſane or firillat, nay grrat- 
er actions, than the wifeſt men in the world 
can do, if the being or agent Which ade 
influence and compel them to action, did 
think proper and fit to make uſe of theth, 
For the ſame power which" Conſtrains à fü 
perior order of beings, can with the fame 
caſe compel. an inferior rank of creatures tb 
do the ſame, or a ſuperior work: but then 
it may be ſaid, that by enjoying ſuch powerd 
and faculties, which belongs to intelligent 
beings, there is a quicker ſenſe and tafte, and 
a ſecret delight and ſatisfaction ariſing in the 
mind in doing a pious and religious action, 
or a good and beneficent work; but the 
pleaſure and ſatisfaction flows and reſults 
from a conſideration of doing the work from 
choice, and from an erpectation of enjoy ing 
ſome future good, as being annexed to the 
doing of it: but then the ſame faculties and 
powers which are pleaſed with good und 
virtuous ations, are diſpleaſed with evi and 

vicious 
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victous actions; and there is a certain ſecret 
tmiſpiving arifing in the breaſt, which alarms 
and terrifies the mind, from a conſeionſe 
neſs of its being acceſſary to ſuch an eil; 
and proportionate to the malignity of the 
time, is the diſorder and confuſion of the 
mind. But why ſhould there be any alarms 
and diſquietudes of mind from a reniettic 
brance of paſt evil actions, if men ate not 
free in their determinations ? And if they 
are not free, they muſt be neceſſitated;” and 
if they are neceflitated to ſuch a choice,” or 
ro the choice of ſuch means as is productiit 
of virtue and happineſs, or vice and miſety, 
Every thing then which does relate eittfer te 
rhe prefent or future life, mult be farally fixed 
and determined: and if all events whatever 
are fitally fixed and determined, there muſt 
be ſuch a ſtagnation on the liberty of human 
and moral actions, as cannot pollihly be re: 
conciled with reaſon and common experi. 
ence. And yet ſuch a fatality is maintained 

ſome modern Chriſtians as exclides/all 
endeavours; and that it is not in our power 
by any prayers ot endeavours to contribute 
atly thing towards procuring our happineſs, 
or avoiding our miſery, either here or Heres 
after. It may be proper then a little to int 
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quire what ground there is for ſuch. an opi- 
nion as this, and whether it can he ſupported 


either by reaſon or divine Revelation. 


Firſt, As to reaſon; that is certainly againſt 
this notion ; ſuch: an abſolute unconditional 
fate as this, which depri Ives us of all liberty 
of. thought, and freedom of, action, and 
puts every thing out of our power, is not 
only, contrary to reaſon, but is a downright 
defiance of common ſenſe, and the daily. EX> 
perience of mankind, We find in ourſelves 
a liberty of thought, and freedom. of action: 
we can prefer motion to reſt, as we pleaſe, 
and chuſe one action before another: we can 
pitch WO; what we will for the ſubject, of 
and can purſue this i inquiry, and follow that 
deſign, as.long and.as little as we think fit: 
this freedom I. think we are as certain of 
as, of our own exiſtence, and that of other 
things about us. And we might as well ſay, 
that our whole life is a dream, and that 
there is nothing real in the world, but that 
all is fancy; as to ſay, that every thought 
of our mind, and action of our life, is fa« 
tally determined: and that it was not, in gur 
power to alter or prevent it. And, ito, ſay 
that what we at laſt fix upon, was what we 
94055 Were 


— 
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were neceſſarily determined to, a. could 

not king do, is only a fallacy and beggi ging 
the queſtion, and nothing at all to the pur- 
poſe. Here therefore we maſt appeal to the 
common ſenſe and experience which every 
man has of. what paſſes within his own 
breaſt; from which, every man will con- 
clude himſelf to be a free agent. It is upon 
this, that all laws and government, both hu- 
man and divine, are founded; all which are 
plainly, inſignificant, and to no manner of 
purpoſe, if men have no ſelf-government, 
or no power over themſelves and their own 
actions. If man be a neceſſitated agent, 
and fatally determined in all his actions: 
We might as well attempt to ſet bounds to 
the ſea, and lay winds and tempeſts, as. re- 
ſtrain mens unruly luſts and paſſions, and 
put any ſtop to that wickedneſs which is in 
the world. Indeed upon this ſuppoſition 
there would be no ſuch thing as wickednels; 
no virtue or vice; nor any thing which Ge. 
ſerved either, praiſe or, reproof; reward or 
ꝓuniſhment; all actions, alike, , and every 
thing upon a level: or rather, there would 
be nothing which could (with any propriety) 
be called our own act. And. therefore, upon 
this grolen not only. prayers, but all 
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ever; are valn and to no purpoſe. För ſuch 


4 flie 28 this equally affects the eivil and 


religious life; and they that Hold an abſoluts 
Kralty of all events wllatever; and that 
G65 has left nothing in our own power iti 
any degree whatever; ouglit, if they would 
be confiftent with themſelves; and 148 ac- 
cording to their own principles, not only td 
abſt#h from prayer, but from uſing of any 
ftatural means for the obtaining of wWhüt 
they want. Upon this ſuppoſition it is in 
Vain to tiſe early, and late take reſt; and 
„eat the bread of carefulneſß;“ ſince wie- 
ther we ſhall be rich or poor, is already de- 
termined, and 'we can neither prevent the 
otte' or promote the other. It is equ 

vain to uſe phyſie when we are ſiek, of take 
any meaſures to preſerve or fecbver our 
health; ſince whether we ſhall live or die, 
be well or ill, is fatally determined, and 


muſt accordingly happen whatever we do, 


of whether we do any thing or ne. In ſhort, 
If all events lerer relating both to this 
life and the next, be fatally: determined, 
without any regard to our own actions and 
behaviour, all our powers and faculties, both 
of body and mind; are given us to no pur- 


poſe, 


and Religiaus Nufiet, 


98 
paſe, and are nothing at all: and we, hause 
nathing left us to do, ne duty ta Geng, ag 
ſervice to ourſelves or others, and may as 
_ ſit (till with our arms folded, as ta fot 
ut any buſineſs ; fines whatever good or 
rotten + pon muſt af neceſſity happen, 
and we can neither help forward the one, 
nor hinder the other. The only thing that 
can . ſaicdl to avoid this abſurdity is, that 
are to uſe means in order to obtain any end, 
becauſe we are fatally determined to do ſo: 

. o that we muſt act juſt as we do, and a8 ff 
it were in our power by the uſe of proper 
means to contribute towards thoſe ends 
which we deſire: but if the event of things 
be fatally fixed, it is to no purpoſe that we 
ſhould be neceſſarily determined to the uſe 
of any means, upon which the end has no 
ſort of dependance, and which haye no 
manner of efficacy towards the obtaining 
any end. Beſides that, we have, and find in 
ourſelves, a power of chooſing what means 
we will, of uſing any or none at all, and 
we are as certain that we have ſuch a power, 
as we are of any thing elſe in the world: 
but if this be till denied, the ſame ablur- 
dity ſtill follows as before; that though we 


do uſe means, yet if we be neceflantly der 
termined 
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i4 On the Nature of Mora] Actions 
termined to the uſe of theſe means, there is 


no good or evil in any of our actions, no- 


thing that we do deſerves rewards or puniſh- 
ments; all laws and government, all precepts 
and exhortations, all praiſe and reproof, are 


inſignificant, if all the ends, iſſues and events 


of things be beforehand fixed and deter- 
mined. Thus I think that it evidently ap- 
pears from reaſon, that men are'free agents; 
and that there can be no ſuch unconditional 
fatality of all events; nor no ſuch reſtraint 
on the faculties of the mind, as deſtroys the 
liberty of human nature; which if it were 
true, would ſubvert the very order and go- 
vernment of the laws of the infinite all- 
perfe& Sovereign, and fruſtrate the deſign 
of the Creator, in giving men ſuch noble 
and exalted faculties, which would be intirely 
uſeleſs if we were neceſſary agents. 

Now if we in the ſecond place attend to 
Revelation, we ſhall be convinced, that Re- 
« yelation ſuppoſes men to be endued with 
* underſtanding minds and free faculties :” 
for what end or purpoſe (can any man con- 
ceive) could it anſwer, for Gop to reveal his 
will to creatures, which could neither hearken 
nor have power to obey? And if men are 


neceſſarily determined in all their actions, 


and 


and Religious Dult. 15 
and their happineſs or miſery already . 
fixed and decreed, not only all theſe ration 
and moral powers and affections which” were 
given in order for action, for improvement 
in moral virtue, worth, and intellectuaf de- 
lights and pleaſures; not only theſe, I ſay, 
were given to no purpoſe, but all and every 
poſſible way and manner of -Gop's reveal- 
ing his will and mind to the world, and all 
the tranſactions and dealings with mankind; 
are without any meaning and ſignification, 
and ſerve to no manner of purpoſe. And 
all thoſe Revelations of his will, by his ſers 
vants the Prophets, or by his Son and His 
Apoſtles, and all thoſe different inſtitutions 
of religion which he commanded them to 
eſtabliſn, and alſo the number of rites and 
ceremonies which were uſed in the ſervice of 
the true Gop, and which were apt emblems 
of moral purity, theſe alſo could anſwer no 
end or purpoſe, if mens happineſs and mi- 
ſery was fixed and ſettled without any regard 
to their carriage and behaviour: if there is 
nothing left to our own management and 
power, all the exhortations and reproofs, all 
the promiſes and threatnings of the Goſpel, 
would be nothing elſe in Gop but mocking 
his creatures, a mere ſporting with their in- 
| firmities, 
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firmities, and upbraiding them with 'what 
they could not poſlibly help; it would he 
like calling. upon the lame to walk, com- 
manding the blind to ſee, and the deaf to 
hear. There is therefore no- ſuch fate, as 
makes all events whatever unavoidable, and 
all our actions neceſſary and what we could 
not help; no, Gop forbid, (as the Apoſtle 
ſays in another caſe) for then how ſhall Gap 
judge the world? If we are neceſſary agents, 
we neither are nor can be accountable for 
any of our actions; and there is no room 
left for a future judgement; no foundation 
for rewards and puniſnments. And if we 
conſider and examine the New Teſtament, 
we ſhall find that that Revelation is grounded 
upon the liberty of our will, and the free- 
dom of our actions, and does in every part 
ſuppoſe it. For we find that thoſe which 
embrace the doctrine of the Goſpel, and ſub- 
mit themſelves to the ſame, have the pro- 
miſes of the favour and love of the Deity ; 
that if they do his will, and keep his com- 
mands, they ſhall have a title to eternal life, 
and ſhall have an entrance adminiſtred unto 
them into the glorious kingdom of Gon, 
That if they are faithful ſervants until death, 
they ſhall have a crown of life, and enter 


into 


O Mi 
into i - their „ 
have been faithful Stewards in a ſmall truſt 
committed to them here, they ſhall be made 
to enjoy durable and laſting. riches hereaf- 
ter.— That if © they ſow. to the Spirit, they 
< ſhall of the Spirit reap life everlaſting.” 
All theſe and ſuch like promiſes. of favour, 
honour, regard and happineſs, are inſepa- 
rably connected with, and do certainly de- 
pend on the doing and performing thoſe 
conditions which are antecedent to the feli- 
city annexed. 

But on the other hand, thoſe that reject 
the Goſpel, and ſlight the overtures of di- 
vine Grace offered to them on their obedi- 
ence, ſhall be treated quite in a different 
manner: ſhall be called fothful or unfaithful + 
ſervants, ſhall be rejected as wicbed ſervants, 
who have © treaſured up for themſelves wrath 
** againſt the day of wrath.” 

Now it is evident and plain, that theſe 
texts of Scripture, and a variety belides to 
the ſame import, are without meaning, if 
the omniſcient Ruler of the world treats 
the obedient, and di ſobedient with the ſame 

degrees of reward and happineſs; and has 
ſettled and fixed beforehand, and prior to 

any of their actions, * final ſtate of hap- 
| | pineſs 
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pineſs or miſery.” But as Reaſon and Re- 
velation comport with each other in repre- 


ſenting tlie ſupreme Being as a juſt and righ- 


teous Governor, and as ſuch will regard and 
eſteem Virtue and Righteouſneſs; and puniſh 
Vice and Wickedneſs; and all men will be 
treated and regarded-according to their dif- 
ferent degrees of obedience and ſubmiſſion to 
the laws of Reaſon and Revelation. And 
the whole tenor of Scripture informs us, that 
there is a complacency in the Deity towards 
his creatures, that © he will be gracious, and 
e abundantly pardon” thoſe that repent and 
reform ; that he will advance them to honour 
and happineſs: but the condition on which 
they are to expect to have it conferred upon 
them, is their Obedience, that if they will 
© enter into life, they muſt keep the « com- 


ec mandments.“ 


And there appears to be an admirable 
harmony in this point between the Goſpel of 
our Saviouk, the Law of Meſes, and the 
dictates of undefiled Reaſon : Thoſe Virtues 


which were valued and regarded by the bet- 


ter and ſober part of the heathen world, are 


thoſe very points upon which the main 
ſtreſs is laid by Moſes and the Prophets: He 
| bath ſrewel thee, O man, what is good : and 


what 


and Religious e 


what 4b the LoRD thy Gov require of thee, 
but to db juſtice, and to love mercy, ang. to walk 
humbly wwith thy Gop ? And if we examine 
the doctrine of our Savious, and the writ- 
ings of his Apoſtles, we ſhall find the ſame 
thing inforced, and inculcated over and over 
again, in different places, and ſundry ex- 
preſſions, to put the matter paſt all doubt 
and controverſy, But for what end was it 
that our SAviouR required and demanded a 
ſubmiſſion and obedience to thoſe moral du- 
ties? It was, that we might be partakers 
with him in his kingdom of glory. 

Our SAviouk told his hearers in his Ser- 
mon upon the mount, that except their righ- 
teouſneſs ſhould exceed the righteouſneſs bf the 
Scribes and Phariſees, they could not enter into 
the kingdom of heaven T. And he aſſured 
them, that if they did obey, and keep his 
commandments, “great ſhould be their re- 
« ward,” they will be owned and called, 
* the Sons of the Moſt High, children of 
the Adoption, and ſellow-heirs, with him, 
of eternal life,” gy 

From whence we may conclude, that if 
there be any meaning and conſiſtency in the 
doctrine of our SAviouk, we muſt do the 
will of our heavenly Father, before we ſhall 

C 2 be 


5 » Micah vi. 8. | + Matt. v. 20. 
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20 On the Nature of Moral Acfions | 
be admitted to a ſhare of the felicity of hea- 
ven. But if Gop has Hom all eternity fixed, 


9 - 
} " i 


prevent the other; 1 the JT the will 
of Gop has no res of connection with 
our future ſtate of happineſs ; ; and our Sa- 
viouk has commanded us to obey, but has 
not given us ability to perfor m; and we may 
either embrace and receive the Goſpel, or 
flight and reject it; and we have no occaſion 
to trouble our heads with what religion we 
are of, or whether we have any or none at 
all; ſince, according to this wild and abſurd 
doctrine, any religion, or even none at all, 
are equally the fame.” | 

Let every man therefore who calls himſelf 
a Chriſtian, and has put on the garb of re- 
ligion, examine his own Faith, and the prin- 
ciples on which he acts, that there may be 
a harmony and conſiſtency-both in Faith and 
Practice: for the end and deſign of all Re- 


ligion, is to produce good principles and 


good fruits *: And as the word Religion, in 
its very notion and original meaning ſigni- 
fies an obligation upon men, ariſing from 
the reaſon of things, and from the govern- 


ment 


* See Ciarke on Moral Actions. 
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ment of Cob, to do what is juſt and virtu- 
ous and good; to live in a conſtant habitual 
ſenſe and acknowledgment of Gop, in the 
practice of univerſal Juſtice and Charity t to- 
wards men, and in a regular and ſober go- 
vernment of their own paſſions ; under a 
firm perſuaſion and continual expectation of 
the righteous diſtribution of rewards and 
puniſhments, at their proper ſeaſon, in the 
eternal Judgment of Gop. 

This is the foundation of Religion, the 
fundamental doctrine in all places; and at 
all times invariable and eternal. Cuxisr 
came into this world to preach forgiveneſs 
upon true repentance and effectual amend- 
ment of life and manners; to bring ſinners 
to the kingdom of Go, through the obe- 
dience of the Goſpel : In proportion, there- 
fore, as any doctrine cf truth, has a greater 
or more proper and immediate tendency to - 
promote this great end, to produce this fruit 
of the Spirit, exactly the very ſame propor- 
tion has it of weight and excellency in the 
religious eſtimation of things: It is * gold, 
© or ſilver, or precious ſtones,” (in the Apo- 
ſtle's language) © built upon the foundation 
* of Cunisr.“ And on the other ſide, any 
erroneous opinion, in proportion as it has 
any or no moral influence; in the very ſame 

C 3 proportion 
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22 On the Nature of Moral Aclions. 
proportion it is either faulty or innocent, it 
is (in St Paul's ſimilitude) * either wood, 
hay, ſtubble;” ſomething that is meerly 
loſt labour, uſeleſs and inſignificant, and of 
no ſtrength in the building: or elſe it is 
oppoſite to, and deſtructive of the very 
foundation of the temple of Gop: It is, 
in the analogy of our Saviour's Para- 
ble, that which denominates a man either 
to be a Vine, in which are many fruitleſs 
branches; or that he 1s, according to an- 
other compariſon, , a Thorn, or Bramble-buſh, 
from which it is impoſſible to expect there 
ſhould ever be gathered either Figs or 
Grapes. 

Therefore let us hear the concluſion of 
te the whole matter; Fear Gop, and keep 
« his commandments, for this is the whole 
« duty (and happineſs) of man:“ and if 
another life ſucceeds this, the foundation 
muſt be laid here for an after-reckoning : 
and that we may get the account ready, and 
be prepared to meet our Judge with joy, 
let us endeavour to diſcharge the duties of 
Religion with faithfulneſs, that we may be 
welcome gueſts in the kingdom of glory: 
Which Gop of his infinite mercy grant, 
through Jesus CurIsT. Amen. 
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Serious Thoughts on immediate Rever a- 
TION, or INSPIRATION. 


SEL nove u the infinitely wiſe, the 
A D all· perfect and ſupreme Author of 
x4 our beings, has made us with free 
and rational faculties, and accommodated us 
with ſuitable means and meaſures for our 
improvement and advancement in Virtue 
and true Goodneſs here, that we might by 
due care and culture be fitted and prepared 
for a more perfect and exalted ſtate here- 
after; he has, nevertheleſs, permitted us to 
be encompaſſed with various and different 
temptations, proceeding from preſent ſenſible 
objects, that are ſuited to the various affec- 
tions and appetites of our natures, which 
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24 Or the Nature of Converſion, * 

are ſtrong incentives to action; and though 
thoſe natural propenſions were implanted ; in 
us to anſwer wiſe and good ends; yet are they 
known by experience to be the occaſion of 
the meaneſt and baſeſt actions when miſap- 
plied: and it is from a miſapplication there 
proceeds diſorder and miſbehaviour; and the 
longer thoſe appetites and affections are in- 
dulged the ſtronger they grow; and through 


cuſtom and habit men become hardned and 


refractory. And when thoſe lower ſprings 
of nature uſurp an authority over the no- 
ble empire of Reaſon, and ſubject it to un- 
governable Luſts and Paſſions, to what 


lengths will not men run in ſin? who have 
no taſte for more laſting or higher enjoy- 


ments, than the fleeting and unſatisfying 


pleaſures of ſenſe; and ſo, in the language 


of Scripture, © become dead in ſin; and 
their minds alienated from Gop and all 
* goodness. But when the heart is chang- 
ed, the whole bent and diſpoſition of the 
mind changes from that which is evil to that 

which is good; both the temper of the mind, 
and the courſe and tenor of their actions, 
are changed and reformed : then they are 
ſuch perſons as the word of Gop calls New 


Creatures; born again; born of GoD; and they 
are 


Negenenation, on ale Neu Bib. 25 
<« putting off the ad man, and puttiag on 
« the new:” And as they were before dead 
in ſin, they are now dead to: n: being fur- 
niſhed with a new principle of liſe and ac- 
tion, engaged upon new deſigns and under- 
takings; new rules for the conduct of their 
lives; new thoughts, new ſentiments, and 
new objects of their hope and fear, of their 
love and hatred; * old things are paſſed away, 
« and all things are become new to them. 
Upon which account they may be called con- 
verted, or regenerated perſons; ſuch as have 

been admitted to partake of the privileges of 
the Goſpel, the Hauſe and Churchof CAR is r; 
initiated by Baptiſm into a Goſpel or new 
Covenant-relation ; and as ſuch, have put on 
CurisT, received him, embraced: his doc- 
trine; and are, as the Apoſtle to the Phi- 
lippians exhorts, conformable unto. his death *, 
And as we have been planted together in the like« 
neſs of his death, having been buried with bim 
by baptiſm into death, that like as'CaRIgT as 
raiſed up from the dead by the glory of the Fa- 
ther, even ſo we alſo ſhould walk in newneſs of 
life +. To walk in newneſs of life, muſt be 


a conformity to the Goſpel of Cur1$T ; it 
muſt 


Phil. ili. 10. + Rom. vi. 4, 5. 


26 On tbe Nature ef Converſion, 
muſt imply a regard in life and converſation 
that is ſuitable and agreeable to the Goſpel: 
It is a walking worthy of the vocation 
4 wwherewith we have been called; a walk- 
ing worthy of the Lokp, unto all well- 
« pleaſing; a walking according to the rule 
e of the Goſpel; a walking circumſpectly; 
« and a walking in the truth, as children of 
e the light.” Now walking muſt, I think, 
imply the courſe and tenor of our lives; it 
is the bent, the main courſe, and general 
tenor of our actions. So-“ walking in new- 
te neſs-of life, is having the habitual and 
conſtant courſe of our lives * dead to fin, 
« and alive to Gop and righteouſneſs.” It 
is a going on, and advancing ſteadily and 
uniformly in the practice of Virtue and Re- 
ligion. It is “ having our minds renewed 
« day by day, after the image of him that 
ce has created us, and the likeneſs of him 
* that. has redeemed us; it is having our 
« affections more and more weaned from a 
« love of this world, that if we are riſen 
« with CHRIST, we muſt ſeek thoſe things 
« which are above, where CHRISFH ſitteth on 
e the right hand of Gop: and it is having 
* our hearts cleanſed from inordinate paſ- 
« ſions, ſubduing and conquering vicious 
* inclinations, 
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te inclinations, and ouf bodies muſt be 
« waſhed with pure water, our lives" puri- 
&« fied and reformed, as 1 
« ſprinkled from an evil conſeienee 
And thus by acquiring virtuous hibits,and 
good diſpoſitions of mind, a holy frame and 
temper of ſoul, and being renewed 1n the 
« ſpirit of our minds; we thall become re- 
generated perſons, new creatures, and ſuch 
as belong to a new creation. And it is by 
our coriformity and obedience to the rules 
of Reaſon and the Goſpel, that we can evi- 
dence that we are really and ſincerely regene- 
rated and reformed, and become virtuous 
and religious. And it is by this rule, our 
Saviour tells us, we are to judge of the dif- 
ferent characters of men; * by their fruits, 
« ſaith he, ſhall ye know them; a tree is 
% known by the fruit it bears, and a foun- 
e tain by the water it ſendeth forth.“ 80, 
juſt m the ſame manner, men are known by 
their actions. A good man, faith our Sa- 
e viour, out of the good treaſure of his 
« heart, bringeth forth good things: and 
it is by cultivating good and honeſt diſpoſi- 
tions, a walking uprightly and righteouſly; 
it 15 by reforming our paſt errors, and grow- 
ing better, and diſcharging the duties of 
Religion 


28 n tie Nature of Converſion, 
Religion, which have been neglected, more 


conſtantly; and faithfully, that we can with 
any manner of propriety be called new crea- 
—_ converted or regenerated perſons, _ 
And therefore, thoſe modern Chriſtians, 
br enthuſiaſtic dreamers, - which vainly pre- 
tend, that the efficient cauſe of regeneration 
muſt be aſcribed to 1rre//ible Grace, wrought 
inſtantaneouſly on the mind, previous to, 
and excluſive of any quality or power of 
our own; muſt, I think, as their doctrine 
is deſtructive of the true and genuine prin- 
ciples of the Chriſtian Religion, be eſteemed 
by all rational and ſedate Chriſtians, in no 
other view, than proceedin g from, and to 
be nothing elſe but the overflowings of a 
warm imagination, and viſionary ſcenes 
played on the ſtage of fancy, or the paſſion- 
ate fermentations of fleſh and blood. 
Inſtead, therefore, of adhering to thoſe 
delufive errors of the brain, the uncertain 
and uncouth doctrines of ſubtle men, let us 
obſerve and regard the doctrine and diſ- 
courſes of our Saviour and his Apoſtles, 
which were deſigned to reform men to em- 
brace Morality, which is eſſentially founded 
in the nature of things, and to inſpire men 


with true principles of Religion, with ho- 
nourable 


Regeneration, br the New Birth. 25 


nourable and worthy ſenti nietits” of the ſu U- 
preme Being, holy and pious affections, as 
the root and ſpring of a holy And regular 
deportment. That according. and in pro- 
portion as the truths of the Goſpel were re- 
ceived and entertained by men of, honeſty 
and integrity, they ſhould accordingly and 
in proportion advance in virtue. and good- 
neſs ; and by ſuch ſteps and degrees become 
wiſer and better in this life, in order for a 
preparation and meetneſs for the enjoyment 
of a life of happineſs hereafter. And thus 
by refining and reforming the temper of our 
minds, and the conduct of our lives, by the 
rules and directions of Scripture, '*, we ſhall 
« (when the ſeed, the good word of Gop is 
* fixed and ſeated in us) grow in Grace, 
« and in the knowledge of our Loxp and 
« Saviour Ixsus CurisT.” Grow iti Grace: 

Growing is a gradual advance, progreſs, or 
increaſe : not in a moment, or inſtantane- 
ouſly ; no, it is by ſmall ſteps, and inſenſi- 
ble degrees, © the man of Gop arrives unto 
« the meaſure of the ſtature of the fulneſs 
« of CHRIST :” and the path of the Juſt is 
deſcribed, © as ſhining more and more unto 
* the perfect day. The light from darkneſs, 


© or the day from night, breaks forth in an 
inſenſible 
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30 On the Nature of Carverfon, p 
cc inſenſible dawn, from ſmaller to ſtronger 


4 degrees of light.” So men by degrees, by 


acquired habits, length of time, and by re- 
peated : acts, become virtuous and good. 
And this is What our Saviour has intimated 


in thoſe ſimilitudes of ſpeech, where he ſays, 


« The kingdom of heaven, or the Goſpel 
« diſpenſation (which is called the Kingdom 
of Heaven) “is received, and men become 
e the ſubjects of this kingdom ;” and when 


they make improvements, and progreſs in 


the doctrines of Chriſtianity, they are then 
ce like, or may in a comparative ſenſe be i- 
« fened to leaven, hid in ſo many meaſures 
© of meal; to a grain of muſtard-ſced'; and 
ce to a field ſown with corn;” all which 
things, it is ſelf-evident, do not obtain their 
ſeveral effects in an inſtant of time: for who 
can ſay, the leaven worked juſt that very 
minute? or that very moment the muſtard- 
ſeed ſhot up into a tree? or that the corn ap- 
peared above ground that very inſtant? Nei- 
ther can men fix upon the very inſtant of 


time when they begin the religious liſe. 


But when it does evidently appear, that we 
do get the better of our paſt evils, and are 


ſincerely virtuous, and in reality ſeriouſly re- 
ligious, we have no occaſion to be troubled 


Or 
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or diſquieted about the time when we firſt 
began Uhis ſpiritual life; or to examine into 
the particular occaſion of it: ſince there are 
ſeveral providential occurrences in human 
life, which may ſet us to work, and which 
may tend to make us ſerious and devout, vir- 
tuous and good, ſober and righteous. But 
the firſt ſprings that put us on ſerious 
thoughts, and which ſet the wheels to move, 
we cannot ſo eaſily tell as many pretend to. 
Vet whatever is the occaſion, and whenever 
the time is that we do begin the religious 
life, we muſt keep going on, and preſſing 
forward in this Chriſtian warfare; e muſt 
continue in well- doing, if we would give 
that proof and evidence, which is neceſſary 
to aſcertain our hope, and aſſurance of our 
arrival to the manſions of. future glory. 
Our commencing Chriſtians, our taking up- 
on us the garb and outward. profeſſion of 
Religion, our having faith in CuRISsT, in 
the promiſes and threatnings of the Goſpel, 
and the aſſenting of our minds to the truths 
of the Chriſtian Religion, will not intitle 
us or give us a well- grounded hope ol future 
happineſs, unleſs our ſubſequent and future 
actions, deportment and converſation, be 
agreeable to the Chriſtian Religion, Beſides, 
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32 On the Nature of Converfim, 
to ſuppoſe and pretend, 'that as ſoon as we 
are enlightned into the truths of the Goſpel, 
that as ſoon as we are'converted, or regene- 
rated in the inward prineiples of our minds, 
we are certain and ſure (without any doubt) 
of enjoying the favour of Gop, and our fu- 
ture happineſs ſure, without having any re- 
gard how we behave in the future part of 
our lives, or without taking in the main aim 
and ſcope of our actions from the time we 
take upon us the character of Chriſtians, to 
the time of our leaving this world; I fay, to 
ſuppoſe or pretend to this, is deſtructive of 
all Religion: and we have no oceaſion to be 
diligent and careful in the diſcharge of re- 


ligious duties, fince the work is done as ſoon 


as begun. And we are in vain exhorted to 
« work out our ſalvation with fear and 
« trembling,” if the work is finiſhed as ſoon 
as entered upon. And there can be no room 
or place for fear and trembling, in certain 
poſſeſſion; or, in the words of Biſhop Sher- 
tock, „It is evident that the Chriſtian ſtate 


is not a ſtate of ſecurity; for ſecurity is 


e inconſiſtent with any kind of fear and 
cc trembling ; - And is indeed a condition that | 
* does not call even for care or diligence : 


ein a ſtate of ſecurity, a man cannot even 
« fear 


0 
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te fear for himſelf: for to be ſure of ſalva- 
« tion, he muſt be ſure of every thing that 
« js neceſſary to it; and there ſore he muſt 
« either be ſure that he is to have no part 
ie himſelf in working out his ſalvation ; or if 
ehe is to have any, he muſt be ſure and 
© certain that he ſhall perform it. Either 
e of which excludes all manner of fear and 
* trembling. Much leſs can he, who is ſure 
* of being ſaved, fear being puniſhed. 80 
te there is no kind of fear left for him; and 
« the Apoſtle's exhortation will have no 
© meaning in ĩt to ſuch a man,” Work out 
your falvation with fear and trembling.” 
e With fear, of what? ſince Og 1s left 
© to be afraid off. * 

And yet, to be ſure of our fabrationi; has 
been made by ſome a neceſſary ſign of Re- 
generation and Adoption: and hence has 
proceeded the doctrine, that Grace once re- 
ceived cannot be loſt t and if fo, thoſe who 
have received grace, can have no reaſon to 
fear and tremble. And yet the good Apoſtle 
exhorts Chriſtians, © to work out their ſal- 
© vation with fear and trembling.” From 
whence we may conclude, that it is the duty 
of all Chriſtians, during the time they are 
on the ſtage of trial, to be careful and dili- 
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34 On the Nature of Converfun, 

gent; watchful and thoughtful of their own 
ſtate: and thoſe that think © they ſtand, are 
eto take care leſt they fall. And St Paul 
ſays of himſelf, that 1 keep under my 
e body, and bring it into ſubjection ; leſt by 
* any means, when I have preached to others, 
« I myſelf ſhould become a caſt-away.” 

If an inſpired Apoſtle uſed ſelf-govern- 
ment and inſpection, leſt he ſhould become 
a caſt-away; what preſumption is it for 
Chriſtians now to neglect it, and to hold an 
article of Faith which is ſubverſive of it? 
for when they dwell ſecurely, they will dwell 
careleſly. And though every good Chriſtian 
has reaſon to fear, and the ſeveral different 


ſtations and temptations, that he may meet 
with in his probationary journey, may call 
for care, diligence, and watchfulneſs ; yet 
notwithſtanding, if he goes on and conti- 
nues in his integrity and uprightneſs, and 
faithfully fills up the duties of his life to the 
laſt, he may then with comfort and aſſurance 
appropriate the words of St Paul to himſelf: 
t have fought a good fight; I have finiſh- 
«ed my courſe; I have kept the faith: 
te henceforth there is laid up for me a 
* crown of Righteouſneſs.” The battle muſt 


be fought, the race run, and the faith kept, 
before 


3 
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before we can lay claim to the promiſes of 
the Goſpel; and look for that © crown of 
e righteouſneſs, which the Lorp, the righ- 

e teous Judge, will give us at his ſecond ap- 
% pearing.” And no doubt but that his 
good will, and compaſſionate regard to his 
frail, finite creatures, will induce him to 
pardon the failings of thoſe that are fincere 
and do the beſt they can or know. And 
great allowance will be made for thoſe that 
have not had the time, the opportunity, and 
means for them to work out their ſalvation ; 
for © in every nation, he that fears Gop, 
* and works righteouſneſs, ſhall be accepted.” 
And all thoſe under the Goſpel light, that 
- uſe their beſt endeavours, and exert the pow- 
ers and faculties of their minds, and are the 
faihful ſervants and ſincere diſciples of 
CHnR1sT, have the promiſes of the aſſiſtance 
of the Holy Spirit to enable them better to 
do the will and good pleaſure of Gop. But 
then it 1s ſuch aſſiſtance as is ſuitable to, and 
agreeable with the free faculties of rational 
and moral agents; it is ſuch aſſiſtance as co- 
incides, cooperates or concurs with our own 
defires and labours; not ſuch an aſſiſtance as 
excludes all our own endeavours ; for then 
it could not with any propriety be called 2 
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26 On rbe Nature of Converſion; 
fiance : The Agent or Being that does the 
whole work, is not, nor cannot be called 4. 
Aſter or helper in it. 
And therefore * if at any time the mer- 
ciful Father of our ſpirits 1s pleaſed to have 
a direct and immediate communication with 
the mind, or appoints the ſame to be main- 
tained by any particular Being, as his Angel 
and Miniſter, no other account can be given 
of it, conſiſtent with his perfect wiſdom, 
and the regular and harmonious operation of 
his Providence, than this; that it is in a 
*« way agreeable to the frame of human na- 
e ture, gentle, ſoft and perſuaſive ; not con- 
© troling, or obſtructing the free uſe of Rea- 
& ſon, but by the help of the underſtanding 
* alone, influencing the will, and moderat- 
te ing all the affections.” = 
I ſhall conclude this Diſcourſe with ſome 
citations from Mr Locke's Chapter on Enthu- 
fraſm, only with ſome little variation : © Im- 
© mediate Revelation being a much eaſier 
« way for men to eſtabliſh their opinions, and 
* regulate their conduct, than the tedious 
e and not always ſucceſsful labour of ſtrict 


e reaſoning ; it is no wonder that ſome have 
e been 


See Faſſer's Sermon on The Tnftuences of the Spirit, 


Regeneration, or the New Birth, 47 
te been very apt to pretend to Revelation, and 
« to. perſuade themſelves, that they are un- 
« der the peculiar guidance of Heaven in 
« their actions and opinions: from whence 
« we may ſee, that in all ages, men in whom 
« melancholy has mixt with devotion, or 
* whoſe conceit of themſelves has been raiſed 
e into an opinion of a greater familiarity 
« with Gop, and a nearer admittance to his 
« favour than 1s afforded to others, have 
tt often flattered themſelves with a perſuaſion 
ce of an immediate intercourſe with the Deity, 
it and frequent communications from the di- 
« vine Spirit. Gop, I own, cannot be de- 
« nied to be able to enlighten the under- 
« ſtanding by a ray darted into the mind 
© jmmediately from the fountain of light, 
« this they underſtand he has promiſed to 
te do.—And who then has ſo good a title to 
« expect it, as thoſe who are his peculiar 
« people, elected and choſen of him?“ Again; 
© In all that is of divine Revelation, there 
te js need of no other proof, but that it is 
c an inſpiration from Gop; for he can nei- 
te ther decezve, nor be decerved. But how 
* ſhall it be known, that any propoſition in 
* our minds, is a truth znjuſed by Gop, a 
* truth that is revealed to us by him, which 

D 3 « he 


38 On the Nature of Converſion; 
& he declares to us, and therefore we ought 
© to believe? Here it is, that Enthuſiaſm 


111.448 &« fails of the evidence it pretends to; for 
$1311! 2308 . 
WE#-4} © men thus poſſeſſed, boaſt of a light whereby, 


LE 


t dence to natural reaſon, or by the rational 
« proofs that make it out to be ſo. If they 
e ſee and know it to be a truth either of theſe 
* two ways, they in vain ſuppoſe it to be a 
te Revelation; for they know it to be true by 
te the ſame way, that any other man natu- 
« rally may know that it is ſo, without the 
* help of Revelation. For all the light they 
* ſpeak of, is but a ſtrong, though un- 
e grounded perſuaſion of their own minds 
te that it is a truth; for rational grounds 
« from proofs that it is a truth, they muſt 
« acknowledge they have none; for then it 
e is not received as a Revelation, but upon 
e the ordinary grounds that other truths are 
& received. And if they believe it to be 
true becauſe it is a Revelation, and have 
* no other reaſon for its being a Revelation, 
* but becaule they are fully perſuaded, with- 
* out any other reaſon that it is true, they 

« ſtrongly 
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i); 18 | 

| | il | e they ſay, they are enlightned, and brought 
4 4 * into the knowledge of this or that truth; 
| hi | e but if they know it to be a truth, they muſt 
. ' | know it to be ſo either by its own ſelf. evi- 
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Regeneration, or the New Birth. 39 
* ſtrongly believe it to be a Revelation. And 
« then if ungrounded ſtrength of aſſurance 
te be an evidence, that any propoſition is a 
« divine Revelation, Gop will be, not only 
* the Father of Lights, but of oppoſite and 
« contradictory lights. And this cannot be 
* otherwiſe, whilſt firmneſs of perſuaſion, 
te is made the cauſe of believing: and con- 
ee fidence of being in the right, is made an 
e argument of truth. 
« St Paul himſelf believed he did well, 
* and that he had a call to it, when he per- 
ce ſecuted the Chriſtians, whom he confi- 
ce dently thought in the wrong; but yet it 
as he, and not they that were miſtaken. 
© Good men, are men ftill, liable to miſ- 
te takes, and are ſometimes warmly engaged 
e in errors, which they take for divine 
te truths ſhining in their minds with the 
* cleareſt light. Beſides, if ſtrength of per- 
* ſuaſion be the light which muſt guide us, 
how ſhall any one diſtinguiſh between the 
ce deluſions of Satan, and the inſpirations of 
* the Holy Ghoſt? He can transform him- 
* ſelf into an angel of light. And they 
* who are led by this Son of the morning, 
Lare as fully ſatisfied of the illumination, 
| D 4 « that 
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that is, are as ſtrongly perſuaded that they 


e are enlightned by the Spirit of Gop, as 
ic any one that 1s ſo,” 
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man; the doctrine of aſſiſting 
Grace; the obligation of moral 
and religious Duties; and the neceſſity of 
Holineſs of Life, and conformity to the 
Goſpel; as uniting together and connected 
with the happineſs of men, and as means 
and conditions of obtaining eternal life : yet 
% life and immortality is brought to light 
* and diſcovered by the Goſpel ;” and eternal 
Life is nevertheleſs the gift of Gop, and ob- 
tained for us by the ſacrifice and mediation 
of Jxsus CuRISsr. And though the belief 
of one Gop is the fundamental article of all 
both Natural and Revealed Religion, yet 
Cu RIST, as a Mediator, and Interceſſor be- 
tween Gop and man, is a peculiar doctrine 
of the Goſpel, and the ſecond article of the 
; ĩ˙·1 
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42 * 0 Redemption. 

Chriſtian Religion. And it is that hich 
the Apoſtles of CHRIS r, and the firſt Preach- 
ers of the Goſpel were authorized to declare; 
and were enabled to prove, that there was 
but one Gop, and one Mediator; from 
hence they * derived encouragement to 
« Holineſs of Life from the promiſes of Gop 
te to reward thoſe who ſhould obey his will 
e with eternal Life, obtained by the ſacrifice 


sand mediation of JIEsus ChRIST.“ 
And if Chriſtians were to weigh, and ma- 


turely to conſider and examine the doctrines 
of Chriſtianity, they would all appear con- 


ſiſtent and harmonious; reflecting light and 


adding ſtrength to each other. And the 


doctrine of Redemption by Car1sT, will be 


found to be perfectly conſiſtent with, and 
agreeable to the perfections of the Deity, 
and to his wiſe adminiſtration of Providence 
over his creatures. 

And we may juſtly conclude, from the 
conſtant and general goodneſs of Gop to- 


wards all his creatures, and his method of 


treating and dealing with them in this life, 


that he will ſhut none out of the kingdom 


of heaven, but ſuch, and ſuch only, as are 


unqualified for pardon, and are unfitted for 


happineſs, 
* See 4 on the Reſurrectian. : 


On Redemption. 43 
pineſs, and rendred incapable to obtain 
64 5 4455 of Gop : which by living in fin, 
and continuing therein, againſt the cleareſt 
conviction, muſt inevitably have this effect: 
To thoſe that obey unrighteouſneſs, indig- 
te nation and wrath, tribulation and anguiſh, 
ce upon every ſoul of man that doth evil.” 
And our Saviour, where he deſcribes his pro- 
ceedings at the great Judgment, ſays, © They 
ce that have done evil, to the reſurrection of 
te damnation ;” which, if there be any mean- 
ing in words, muſt imply, perſonal evil or 
iniquity, and not any fin done by a prede- 
ceſſor, that prevents mens obtaining ſalva- 
tion and happineſs. 

From whence we may ſafely conclude, that 
as incorrigible and impenitent ſinners are not 
the objects of favour and happineſs, they 
are incapable of, and unqualified for pardon. 
« And therefore cannot be redeemed in any 
© other way, or to any other purpoſe, than 
* that of being finally zudged, and puniſhed 
ce according to their works.” From hence 
it will follow, that ſome condition and qua- 
lification is previouſly neceſſary for pardon 
and remiſſion of fin, and to give us a title 
to eternal Life. And if it be ſaid, that Faith 
in CuRIST is that which gives us a right to 


| pardon 


U 8 2 N : 


— 


— 


— — _ 
CSIR 
ch rn 5 


} 
\ % 44 * 1 
; 
*F i 
N 's * N 
18. 94 
1 U. 
Dong 
1.9% e : 
R $ : 
It N. 
Fo , [1 
i 1 {he : 
* * 11 
N 
91 f i 
IA. 
10 f | 
, 
= . 189 
Mt b 
N 1 
N , 
4 +4 % : 
EM 
/ : 
* | 14 
5 
» [4 7 
1 [91 : 
! - 
: 1,4 
N 166 1 
. 1 7 
| | 
4231 * : 
G c 4 
I - * 
1 14 
71 
| | + 
l FI 0% 
My | } 
y 4 h $1 
, | 'F v 
} * i 
1 o : 
: ; 
1 » 
. 
5 1 
l 1 F ſ 
* 
4 
i* 4 
1 '' 
11 
} ; 
10 Mi. 
\ 4 j 
: : 
y 737 | pl 11 
! 
: : * 
* 1 
18 
$- ' 
1 * 
ee 
n 
4 
1 ; 
19 1 
10 
al 
: 
: 
4h i " 1 
1 
197 1 ; 
: n 
4 41 1 
1 
M l / 
i nu 7 
: £34 #13 * 
1 . 
: 4 
}., 1 
ix "4 
: FF BF, þ 4 
' 
: Q : 
, 1 111 
* 
1 15 
Ie n 
”y G : 
{17 : 4 | 
by 7 
1 
1 
ME 
: , 
= G n 
1 4 
K+ | 7 1 
14 * 
1 ; 
, If N. 
4 : : : 4 ) 
” i 43.5 
14 1 
- * "IH : * 
* | 
. : = 
[ $4 \ ” 
. 1 1 
1 
*® ** "13 
- l 14 - 
: : 
wy 7 l ' 
T5 35 : 
C . 
: 1 4 871 . : 
: 
: 
1 | 
: 1 + 
1 a; : 
$63 
: : ö 3 > ty 
: 
: $9 
3 q N 
5 1. 8 } 
: + 4 
i! 4.38 4 
4 . 
| 3, 14 
1 0 A 7 77 ET 
o = 
$5 N 1 5 
; 4 14 
1 
14 14% ty 14 
1 Y, . . 
+1853 
* 1 14 
„ 1 . , 
19 TE! : 
> 134809781; 
199 ; 1 
N + n 
; l ts ' 
. 7 a 079 : 
| : i ' 
FT 3 | 4 
FRY RES | 
} „ 
: "3. „ 
1 . th : 
* 1 * dy : 
* 7 : : 
= 4 U * . 
J +, 
: 1K 4 
Nenn 
it 1 4 - :, 4 
| 
: , 
4% „ 
* : $15 \ 
'S | u 
= : s 4 
14 „ 14 
| 1 © 1131588; 
4 4 1 
= x y TX 
.F 11 44 
1 
: * 
| wy ' 
FT Pub | 
. 


* * — * 
2 — — 2 = 
LT = 
= 
Saw & A rappers 
—_—_— * — 
A. 1 
— * 
— -b - 
= - » — * 


* — 
— - — — - -- 
— — _ — 
» 22 89 == 
— ——— 
a 4 


mY 
— — — — 
* 
W = ” = 
—— — 
— — 6 — - 
. —— — — — 
— — ad —— 


44 On Redemption. 

pardon and ſalvation ; it muſt be ſuch a Faith 
as produces obedience and fincere conformity 
to the precepts of the Goſpel ; for, ſaith our 
Saviour, © Not every one that faith unto 
„me, Loxp, Loxp; ſhall enter into the 


« kingdom of heaven: but he that doth the 


will of my Father which is in heaven &.“ 
Now thoſe which called Jzsus, Loxp, Loxp, 
made an acknowledgment of their Faith ; 
but as this Faith had not produced obedi- 
ence, they were rejected as unfit perſons for 
the kingdom of heaven : ſo we may conclude 
with St James, That a man is juſtified by 


% Works, and not by Faith alone. For as 


* the body without the ſpirit is dead: fo 
te faith without works is dead alſo. And 
ce was not Abraham our father juſtified by 
* works ?“ And St Paul ſays, The do- 
10 ers of the Law ſhall be juſtified J.. We 
ſee, that according to the judgement of in- 
ſpired men, that Faith muſt be accompanied 
with Works: for ſayirg that a man is 
« juſtified by works, and not by faith alone,” 
and that Faith without Works is dead ;” 
and that © the doers of the Law ſhall be 
« juftified;” muſt, I think, imply, that works 
are neceſſary qualifications tor juſtification 

and 


Matt. vü. 217. + James ii. 24, f Rom. ii. 13. 


Of Redemption, 
and acceptance. And therefore, this muſt 
be a ſufficient anſwer to thoſe that contend 
for Faith alone for Juſtification, And thoſe 
paſſages of Scripture, where juſtification and 
eternal life is promiſed to them which be- 
lieve, ſuch a belief or faith muſt compre- 
hend and include ſuch a love and fear of 
Gop as produces obedience. And thoſe that 
repent or reform, have the promiſe of par- 
don or the remiſſion of their ſins . But 
then thoſe that are thus fitted and qualified 
for pardon and falvation, are to receive or 
obtain it through Cur1sT; * for through 
* him, or by means of him, is preached the 
« forgiveneſs. of ſins.” And © in, whom 
« we have redemption through his blood, 
« the forgiveneſs of ſins .“ And © having 
e made peace through the blood of his croſs, 
te by him to reconcile all things unto him- 
« ſelf ||.” And “ having obtained eternal 
“ redemption for us *.” And © the blood 
e of Ixsus CuR1sT cleanſeth us from all 
ce fin+.” And © if any man fin, we have 
te an Advocate with the Father, Jesus 
t CHRIST the righteous; and he is the 
* propitiation for our fins 3.” And * in 

e this 
Acts ii 38. + Adds v. 38. f Epheſ.i. 7. | Coloſſ. 
| I. 20. Heb. ix. 12. +1 John i. 7. f 1 John ii. 1, Cc. 
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« this was manifeſt the love of Gop to- 
te wards us, becauſe that Gop ſent his only 
te begotten Son, that we might live || through 
tc him *.“ And © herein is love, not that 
« we loved Gop, but that Gop loved us, 
tt and ſent his Son to be the propitiation 
« for our fins.” Now from theſe and many 
more Texts to the ſame import, it muſt ap- 
pear evident, that CHRIST ſuffered and gave 
his life, and ſhed his blood for our ſins, and 
by the ſacrifice of himſelf has made atone- 
ment for us, and by his Death hath pur- 
chaſed . forgiveneſs. of ſins, and an inhe- 
e ritance among them that are ſanctified.“ 
And therefore the ſufferings of CHRIST are 
ſet forth in Scripture not merely as an ex- 
ample and pattern of patience, piety and 
goodneſs, or as an evidence and confirma- 
tion of his miſſion ; but as a real ground of 
divine forgiveneſs: *© For if when we were 
enemies, we were reconciled to Gop by 
* the death of his Son; much more being 
* reconciled, we {hall be ſaved by his life +.” 
The Apoſtle here aſſures us, that it is as cer- 
tain 
| The Scripture ſenſe of the word through, is, by means 
of; attending to this ſenſe, the whole will appear plain and 
intelligible, when the benefits of CarrsT's fufferings are ap- 


propriated to us. 
1 John iv. 9, 10, + Rom. v. 10. 
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tain that we are reconciled to Gop by the 
death of his Son, as that we ſhall be ſaved 
by his life, (or by his being reſtored to life. ) 
If then we are ſaved by his life, we are as 
certainly reconciled to Gop by his death: 
For if we are not reconciled to Gop by his 
death, we of conſequence ſhall not be ſaved 
by his life. 

80 then if we give up the one, and ſay we 
are not reconciled to Gop by the death of 
CnxIs r, we muſt of conſequence give up 
the other, and ſay we are not ſaved by his 
life. They ſeem to depend inſeparably on 
each other: now if we ground a rational 
belief of enjoying eternal life and happineſs 
on the Reſurrection of CnRIS, as the only 
and immediate cauſe; for there 1s not the 
leaſt intimation that we ſhould have ever been 
reſtored to life, had not CurisT riſen from 
the dead; For if CHRIST be not riſen, 
« ſaith the Apoſtle, all is vain.” Now it is 
as equally true, that all thoſe that have ſin- 
ned, if they are ſaved, muſt be reconciled to 
Gop by the death of his Son. It being as 
much the only way to attain to it, as his Re- 
ſurrection is the immediate cauſe of our be- 


ing admitted to eternal life. 
But 
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But on u en that Repentance, ab- 
ſtractedly conſidered, does effect a reconci- 
lation, and procure pardon and indemnity 
for ſinners; this then would be allowing and 
making an after good conduct, or ſubſe- 
quent. good actions, to be ſufficient to can- 
cel paſt bad actions, and annihilate paſt evil 
deeds. And beſides, © If the Repentance 
% and Reformation of Sinners be alone ſuf- 
te ficient to cancel their guilt, procure an 
« entire Remiſſion of their Sins, and reduce 
te them into their original ſtate or condition; 
* equivalent thereto then, 1t muſt be allow- 


tt ed, as far as human Reaſon is able to diſ- 


t cover, that Redemption was ſo far need- 
te leſs; for if men had it in their power 
te throughly to blot out their own ſins, they 
te might redeem themſelves: and if they 
© might redeem themſelves, it cannot be ſaid 
ein this reſpect that they ſtood in need of a 
* Redeemer.” But then nevertheleſs every 
ſincere Penitent muſt be eſteemed as really 


and properly an object of mercy ; and that 


it is the moſt wiſe and beſt thing every ſinner 
can do to repent, and reform what has been 
amiſs, and do that which is lawful and right; 
in conſequence of which, he cannot fail of 
gaining the approbation of his own mind: 

and 
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and his Reformation and Obedience muſt 
certainly be well- pleaſing to Gop, and what 
he will greatly approve of: © But as ſurely 
« as God approves of this part of his con- 
« duct, fo ſurely muſt he diſapprove of the 
e other; as the ſinner's Repentance muſt 
« appear to the Deity what it really is, 
ce namely, wiſe, and good, and praiſe-wor- 
« thy. So the fins which he has committed, 
e muſt appear likewiſe what they really are; 
ce that is, vile and odious.“ 

Admitting then that the ſinner is a free 
Agent at the time he does iniquity, as well 
as allowing him to be free when he reforms; 
the actions then, both which he does before 
his Reformation and after, muſt remain what 
they are. For what indeed can he do to 
cancel and efface what has been done? 
© Does Reaſon inform us, that evil deeds 
s paſt, may be either annihilated or obli- 
** terated by ſubſequent good ones: what 
« 15 really done cannot be rendered undone 
by any after conduct: and what 1s ill done 
* cannot become well done by any contrary 
* courſe of action.“ 

Me cannot then but ſee, that the condi- 
tion of man before the coming of CurisT 
was ſuch, that he could not by the help of 
E Reaſon 
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Reaſon- and Nature procure a pardon for 
paſt offences; and therefore the wiſdom and 
goodneſs of the ſupreme Being is ſuch as 
removes all doubt, and has provided a means 
for our falvation; and has diſplayed his 
mercy in the gift of his Son, in appointing 
him to be our Redeemer and Mediator ; and 
in promiſing us the aſſiſtance of his Holy 
Spirit. For © through him we both have 
e acceſs by one Spirit unto the Father ;” and 
as he is our Mediator, Advocate and Inter- 
ceſſor, and appears in the preſence of the 
Father for us, to plead for the forgiveneſs of 
our ſins, and on our obedience to give us a 
right to eternal life, founded in virtue of 
that Atonement which he made for our ſins 
by his own Death. 

Now if {ſincere Repentance does of itſelf 
render us accepted, and intitle us to ſalva- 
tion and happineſs, what occaſion is there 
for CaR1sT to appear in the preſence of Gop 
for us as an Advocate? or what moral ten- 
dency or influence can his being an Advocate 
have to produce Repentance? I cannot poſ- 
ſibly ſee any. For ſuppoſing I have tranſ- 
greſſed againſt my preſent Sovereign King 
GeorGe the Third, and were informed he 


would pardon me on my Repentance; what 
| occaſion 
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occaſion would there be for an Advocate to 
plead for me? or what influence would the 
pleadings of a Friend at Court have on my 
mind, to produce any amendment in me, if 
previous and antecedent to all intreaty, my 
future Obedience and Loyalty exempted me 
from the puniſhment due to my diſobedi- 
ence ? I can ſee no occaſion for an Advocate. 
Now if we fin againſt the King of Heaven, 
we have an Advocate with the Father for 
te us, and he is the propitiation for our ſins;” 
and it appears from Scripture, that the advo- 
cacy of Cuxlsr is founded in the propi- 
tiation he has made for us; and as an Ad- 
vocate he intercedes for us; He receives 
« and offers up our prayers: he obtains for 
* us the remiſſion of our ſins, in virtue of 
« that one oblation which he once made of 
© himſelf upon the croſs; the memorial of 
© which is ever in the fight of Gop:“ for 
he is able to ſave to the uttermoſt all that 
ce are qualified for pardon, and which come 
« to Gop by him.“ 

We ſee then the gr eat obligation we are 
under to love Gop, the great ſupreme Fa- 
ther of all good, and Jzsvus CHRIST who 
has done ſuch great things for us. The 
Son of the eternal Gop left the glory of 
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heaven and came down on earth and ſuffered 
and died for us, © that he might redeem us 
* from all iniquity, and purify unto him- 
e ſelf a peculiar people, zealous of good 


«© works.” 


I ſhall conclude this Diſcourſe, by a ci- 
tation from Mr TAYLOR on Original Sin, 
Part I. page 70. from Rev. v. 1, 2. © I ſaw 
« in the right hand of him that fat upon 
the throne a book, written within, con- 
taining the myſterious counſels of divine 
* Providence with regard to the Chriſtian 
«© Church to the end of the world; and on 
the back-fide ſealed with ſeven ſeals, cloſe 
% ſhut up, and concealed from all Beings, 
« himſelf excepted in whoſe hand it was. 
e And I ſaw a ſtrong Angel proclaiming 
« with a loud voice, Who is worthy, who 
& hath ſo great intereſt in Gop, as to be 
« judged worthy to open the Book, and 
looſe the ſeals thereof? But all ſtood 
te ſilent; none in heaven or on earth was 
* able, or could pretend to a merit ſuf- 
&« ficient to open the Book, neither to look 


ea 


o 


* 


e 


* 


„ thereon. And I wept much at the ſad 


« diſappointment, becauſe none was found 
« worthy to open, and to read the Book, 
ee neither 
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« neither to look thereon. And one of 


cc 


cc 


cc 


the Elders {aid unto me, Weep: not; be- 
hold the Lion of the tribe of Judab, the 
Root of David hath prevailed ; ' hath a 


« ſufficient intereſt with Gop to open the 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


..." 6 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


Book, and to looſe the ſeven ſeals there- 
of. And behold, and lo, in the midſt of 
the throne ſtood a Lamb as it had been 
ſlain: and he came and took the Book 
out of the right hand of him that fat 
upon the throne. And when he had ta- 
ken the Book, the four hving creatures, 
repreſenting the Chriſtian Church, and 
the four and twenty elders, reprefenting 
Chriſtian Miniſters, fell down before the 
Lamb; and they ſung a new ſong, ſay- 
ing, Thou art worthy to take the Book, 
and to open the ſeals thereof : for thou 
waſt ſlain, and haſt redeemed us to Gop 
by thy blood, out of every kindred, and 
tongue, and people, and nation. Now 
what was it that gave this glorious Per- 
ſonage, emblemized by the Lamb, his 
ſuperior worthyneſs, his prevailing intereſt 
with Gop, beyond all other Beings m 
Heaven and Earth? Evidently it was his 
being Jain, and redeeming us unto Gop 
by his blood: That is to ſay, it was Obe- 
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dience to Gop, and Good-will towards 
men: it was his conſummate Virtue, as 
he had been ſlain. ' Thou art worthy to 
take the Book and open the ſeals thereof; 
Why? Becauſe thou haſt exhibited an 
inſtance of Virtue, Obedience, and Good- 
neſs, equal to a much greater and nobler 
effect: For thou waſt „lain; thou haſt ſa- 
crificed thy life in the cauſe of Truth, in 
obedience to Gop, and out of love to 
men; and haſt redeemed us dead in treſ- 
paſſes and fins unto Gop by thy blood; 
by that act of the higheſt obedience, out 
of every kindred and tongue. 


From the whole you may ſee how this 
glorious diſplay of the divine Grace, 1s 
by Jesus CHRI1sT ; by the Sacrifice, the 
Death, the Blood; that is to ſay, the per- 
fect Obedience of JtsUs CHRIST. And 
how his Death is a ſacrifice and offering 
for ſin of a ſweet ſmelling ſavour to Gop, 
Nothing ſmells ſweet in the noſtrils of in- 
finite Reaſon and Goodneſs, but ſolid Vir- 
tue, true Goodneſs, and upright Obedi- 
ence. CnRIST's worthineſs makes atone- 
ment for ſin ; and his worthineſs is pro- 
perly ſuch. It is true worth and real me- 
rit, which is not only available to procure 

for 
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« for us many and great benefits in this 
<« life, but is alſo available to our final and 
« eternal ſalvation, only ſo far as we imi- 
ce tate it, according to our capacities. And 
« true Chriſtianity is practiſing Godlineſs, 
ce Sobriety, Righteouſneſs, and Charity, in 
ee the Faith and ſtedfaſt Hope of eternal 
« Life; which Gop hath given us in his 
. « Son Jesus CHRIST.“ 
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